APPENDIX  Background 

Through the cooperation of a number of U.S. Government departments, agencies, universities, and industry, GOMACTECH is an efficient means to promote the interchange of science and technology R&D among scientists, engineers and administrators in the United States.  The Government Microcircuit Applications Conference (GOMAC) was created through the cooperation of a number of U.S. Government departments, agencies, universities, and industry, to promote the interchange of science and technology R&D among scientists, engineers and administrators in the United States. 
The Conference programs reflect a blend of current technical information.  Sources include U.S. Government research and/or IR&D reports, as well as industrial and academic technical papers covering developmental/application advancements.  


An especially rewarding aspect of GOMACTECH is that it provided a preview of many findings that have been extremely useful to U.S. Government agencies and to the civilian economy through technology transfer.  From such exposure, by the participants, trends may be derived, requirements predicted, and plans formulated for efficient and rapid acceleration of advanced microelectronics applications in equipment and systems.  Information exchanged at the Conference is used as a basis for future R&D programs.


GOMAC had it's origin in the Navy Microelectronics Panel which was jointly sponsored by the Chief of Naval Research and the Chief of Naval Development.  The first two GOMAC meetings, held in 1968 and 1969 in Washington, DC, were sponsored by the Department of Defense (Army, Navy, Air Force), NASA, the Department of Commerce, and the Post Office Department.  Since 1968, Conference locations and themes were:

1968
Gaithersburg, MD

1969
Gaithersburg, MD

1970
Ft.  Monmouth, NJ

1972
San Diego, CA

1974
Boulder, CO

1976
Orlando, FL

1978
Monterey, CA

1980
Houston, TX

1982
Orlando, FL

1984
Las Vegas, NV

1985
Orlando, FL

Microelectronics -- Key to Affordable Systems in the 




'90s
1986
San Diego, CA
Supercomputers -- Electronics for the '90s
1987
Orlando, FL

Challenges Facing Government Electronics in the 




1990's
1988
Las Vegas, NV
International Competitiveness – Its Impact on Government Electronics

1989
Orlando, FL

Leveraging Emerging Technologies

1990
Las Vegas, NV
Technology Strategies for the 90’s

1991
Orlando, FL

Impact of Monolithic Microwave and Optoelectronic 




Technologies

1992
Las Vegas, NV
Microelectronics in the New World Order

1993
New Orleans, LA

1994
San Diego, CA
Technology Conversion

1996
Orlando, FL

Flexible Manufacturing

1997
Las Vegas, NV
Power Electronics – From Micro to Kilo and Beyond

1998
Arlington, VA

Micro-Systems and Their Applications

1999
Monterey, CA
Government Electronics in the 21st Century

2000
Anaheim, CA

Microcircuits Magic:  Continuing into the New 





Millennium

2001
San Antonio, TX
Microcircuits Technology:  An enabling Force in the 




New Millennium

2002
Monterey, CA
Enabling the Asymmetric Advantage of Information 




Superiority

2003
Tampa, FL

Countering Asymmetric Threats
2004
Monterey, CA
Transformational Technologies

2005
Las Vegas, NV
Intelligent Technologies

2006
San Diego, CA
Exploring Invisible Worlds

The Conference was particularly vibrant through the mid-1990’s and provided an effective forum to highlight significant government funded research and development initiatives.  Featured initiatives included GaAs Technology programs, the MIMIC program, MEMS, photonics and high performance computing initiatives.


From the mid-1990’s to present, the Conference has faced significant challenges to attendance, technical depth, and scope.  For a period of seven years (1996 - 2002), the Conference was co-located  and jointly planned with the Hardened Electronics And Radiation Technology (HEART) Conference.  In 2001, GOMAC and HEART decided to pursue separate Conference venues.


In 2003, the Steering Committee revised the Conference name to the Government Microcircuit Applications and Critical Technology Conference (GOMACTECH), with the goal of once-again highlighting technology andtechnology insertion.
